KILLED HIMSELF

N HOSPITAL BED

Grip, Shot Himself in
the Breast.

'DELIRIOUS, IT IS BELIEVED

Physicians and Nurses Had Been Una.-

a
ble to; Induce Him to Give
Up His Pistol.

Thomasg Armstrong. a weli-to-do manu-
facturer of leather findings, 71 years old,
shot and killed himself in the Swedish
Hospital in Brooklyn yesterday afternoon,
using his own revolver, which the hos-
pital authorities had permitted the old
man to keep beneath his pillow. 1t is be-
lieved that Armstronge fired the shot
while delirlous from pain. He was suf-
fering from grip.

Armstrong, wvho liveq alone at 820 Lex-

ington Avenue, Drooklyn, was taken i1
at Lexington Avenue and Franklin Avenue
on Friday night, and a pusser by sum-
moned an ambulance from :.the Swedish

Hospital. There the old man insisted
upon occupying a privato room.
‘*1 have plenty of money,”” said the

old man, petulantly, “ang I demand a
privatc room.’’ .

The surgeon found that he had over
S100 in bills in his pocket, and granted :
his request. His revolver came to light!
when the doclors put him to bed, but]
Armstrong ralsed a protest when they!
tried to take it from him. !
“1 have slept with that revolver under,

my pillow for ttwenty-five years,” he
“pleaded. 1 could not rest without it
, now.,”

When rvhe physicians still persisted in
taking it away, Armstrong became angry,
demanding: :

**What do you mean? Are you afraid to
leave me the plstol? " and, at last, to
quicet him, the doctors let him retain the
weapon, determining 1o get it from him
by stealth in the night.

They did try, three or four times, but on
each occasion the old man awakened and .
refused absolutely to surrender the re-
volver., Throughout yesterday he kept

“the weapon, although doctors and nurses

pleaded with him to give it up, realizing
the damage that might result were Arm-
sirong to lose lils head In delirium. On
the other hand they feuared to aggravate |
his illness by persisting in their demands

- against his wishes, and =0 he kept the

weapon.
Miss Poulson., a nurse. entered Arm-
strong’s room about 5 o'clock vesterday
afternoon. She saw him lyviug on his side
in the bed. She had some niedicine for |
him, and tried at first”to awaken hin.
She could not do =0, and, believing him
unconscinus, cilled House Surgeon Morris.

The surgeon hurried to the privaie
ward. lle stripped down the bedelothies !
from Armstrong']f body and disclosed his
hand still gripping the butt of Lis re- |
volver and pressing its muzzle against |
his left bLreast, less than an ineh abm'el
his hcart, e had been dead for some |
time, the surgeon decided., The weight
of the bedclothes and blankets had “\‘i-l
dently smothered the report of the shot.‘

!Aged Brooklyn Merchant, NI of

’for it had not been heard in adjoining
wards. : -

Samuel Jones, manager of Armstrong's
store at Lexington Avenue, near Broad-
way, called at the hospital in the cven-
g and took charge-of the body. He said
that Mr. Armstrong had had no reason
to kill himself of which he knew. He
was certain that the old man had not
been despondent, and believed that he
had fired the shot in & moment of delirium
induced by his illness.

According to Mr, Jones, Mr. Armstrong
had a brother in California, His daugh-
ter, said Mr. Jones, lives at 37 Mulberry
Street, Utica, N. Y.

House Surgeon Morris told a TIMES re-
porter last night that the hospital author-
ities had only consented to Armstrong's
keeping his revolver when they discovered
that it was unloaded and after a thorough
search of his clothing had failed to reveal
a single cartridge.

“There was no shell in the weapon
when Armstrong c¢ame here,”” sald Dr.
Morris, ** and 1 am certain that he did
not have a cartridge in his clothes. After
we found him dead we discovered that
"there was only one shell in the revolver—
the empty one which had held the bullet
that ended his life. How he obtained pos-
session of this shell is o profound mysiery
to us here at the hospltal.”

‘TOOK ACID, REPENTED, DIED.

Grocer Walked Two Blocks to a DFf:g
Store After Drinking It.
| Driven to suiclde by fillness and the

prospect of destitution for his wife and
three little children as a result of his

—

grocery business being ruined, Benjamin .
28 years old, of 416 Vermont |

|
| Ieinstein
' Street, Iast New York, drank carbolic
- acid yesterday afternoon.
| "IWhen his wife and babies sereamed,
. the man gulped down water in an en-
deavor to offsct the effeets of the poison.
e told them to have courage—that he
would not die. Then he staggercd to the
)drugstore of Hymun Levenson at 401
FNew Jersey Avenue, two blocks away.
“Tor my family’'s sake save my life.
I am dying from carbolic acid poisoning.”
gasped TFeinstein. '
[ The druggist administered stimulants,
-b;lt &Femstoin died before a doctor ar-
rived.
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